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Academic and Professional History:
• Awarded a Ph.D. in Biology from Princeton University in 1988
• Did a Life Sciences Research Foundation postdoc in the Department of Zoology, University of
Washington
• Joined the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1990
Research Focus: My two major research projects address both basic and applied ecological problems.
The first of these projects addresses how the population dynamics of species in a community are affected
by environmental changes. My second project addresses predator-prey interactions in agriculture and
biological control. In all of my research, I use a combination of mathematical theory and experimental
fieldwork.
Graduate Training Focus: My graduate students have worked on an eclectic mix of topics. I have
encouraged diversity within my lab, because theoretical approaches to ecological and environmental
problems are often stimulated by the tension between disparate research topics. Of four finished students
(3 PhD, 1 MA) and five current PhD students, topics have ranged from malaria in lizards, microbial
carbon utilization in freshwater lakes, and statistical methods for fitting complex, stage-structured models
of population dynamics.
Current Research Support:
• NSF, Principal Investigator: Natural enemy diversity and biological control, 2001-2004,
$323,402.
• NSF, Co-Principal Investigator: Biodiversity: divergent dynamics: complex interactions of
riparian land, people, and lakes, 2000-2005, $2,998,607.
• NSF, Co-Principal Investigator: Immigrant amplification and population dynamics of fungi on
leaf islands, 2001-2001, $258,000.
• USDA-IFAFS, Co-Principal Investigator: Ecological risk management of Agricultural
Biotechnology, 2001-2004, $890.000.
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